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QURESHI HAILS CHINA�S
SUPPORT TO PAK IN CRISIS
Beijing: Pakistan�s Foreign
Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi on Tuesday hailed
China�s support to his country
in the challenging times and
said Islamabad was committed
to the expeditious
implementation of the 
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC).

BOKO HARAM KILLS
THREE IN NE NIGERIA
Kano (Nigeria): Boko Haram
militants have attacked a 
town in northeast Nigeria, 
killing three, and robbing 
and burning a bank, 
residents said on Tuesday, in 
the latest violence in the 
restive region.

AWAMI LEAGUE LEADER
SHOT DEAD IN B�DESH
Dhaka: Unidentified 
assailants gunned down a 
local leader of the ruling 
Awami League in front of his
family in the southeastern
Bangladesh on Tuesday, a day
after seven election and security
officials were shot dead while
returning from a remote polling
centre.

AUSIE GETS 11 YEARS
FOR AIRBNB KILLING
Sydney: A Melbourne 
resident was sentenced to 11
years in prison on Tuesday for
killing a man for failing to pay
charges on a room he found 
on Airbnb, Australia�s 
national broadcaster said. 
Jason Rohan Colton had 
earlier been convicted for 
the manslaughter of Ramis
Jonuzi, 36, over Australian
dollars 210 (USD150) in 
room charges.

PTI n KARACHI

Opposition leader Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari on Tuesday

demand the sacking of three
ministers in the Imran Khan-
led Pakistan Government who
he said backed “banned outfits”
and their training camps, even
as the ruling PTI accused him
of portraying the country in a
‘negative light’.  

Bilawal, Chairman of the
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
has been pressing the govern-
ment of Prime Minister Khan
to dismiss the Ministers who
backed terror outfits amidst
intense international pressure
on Pakistan to rein in the mil-
itant outfits operating in the
country after the Pulwama ter-
ror strike.

Bilawal said he had been
declared “anti-state” over his
demand to sack the three min-
isters, whom he said, were
associated with the banned
outfits. The 30-year-old oppo-
sition leader has not yet named
the three ministers.

“The government has
responded to my demand to
sack ministers associated with
banned outfits by declaring
me anti-state, issuing death
threats & National
Accountability Bureau (NAB)
notices. 

“None of this deters us
from our principle stand; form
joint NSC parliamentary com-
mittee & act against banned
outfits,” he tweeted. 

“I demand a joint parlia-

mentary committee for imple-
mentation of National Action
Plan and removal of all three
federal ministers for their con-
nection with the extremist
organisations. If our demands
are not met we would not sup-
port the government over any
move,” said Bilawal.

The three federal ministers
are “hands-in-glove” with the
terrorists. I don’t want to dis-
close their names, but will do
so if the government fails to
take action against them,” he
said last Thursday.

During the weekend,
Bilawal raised the issue while
addressing the PPP’s Sindh
leaders while chairing 
the party’s provincial council
meeting.

He demanded the removal
of three federal ministers for
their alleged connections with
the banned outfits and accused
Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) of winning gener-
al elections in 2018 with the
help of proscribed organisa-

tions.
He warned the govern-

ment that it will not get any
support from the PPP on any
move if it did not take serious
action against such elements
within its ranks and implement
the National Action Plan
(NAP) with true spirit.

On Tuesday, PTI leaders
hit back at Bilawal after he
again demanded sacking of
the ministers who he claimed
were associated with the
banned outfits.

PTI Senator Faisal Javed,
reacting to the allegations, said
Bilawal was “busy in portray-
ing Pakistan in a negative light”.

“Bilawal should be
ashamed of trying to please
anti-Pakistan elements. He
should tell the nation whose
language he has been speaking,”
he said. 

“Pakistan has emerged as a
symbol of peace for the world,”
Javed claimed. 

Finance Minister Asad
Umar, when asked by a
reporter what he thought of the
allegations, said that the parties
that supported him during
election campaigns “have
themselves been victims of ter-
rorism as well.”

“There has been a policy of
making excuses for a long time
now... If he [Bilawal] doesn’t
believe in this policy then he
should change it,” the close aide
of Prime Minister Khan was
quoted as saying by Geo News.  

Sack three Mins in
Imran�s Govt: Bilawal

FOR SUPPORTING BANNED OUTFITS

PTI n BERLIN

Scientists have developed a
novel antimicrobial coating

that can prevent drug-resistant
bacterial contaminations
aboard the International 
Space Station (ISS), and help
protect astronauts in their jour-
ney beyond the Moon and
Mars.

Extreme spaceflight con-
ditions can force these bacteria
to toughen up, while simulta-
neously lowering the immune
defenses of the stressed, isolat-
ed crew. These effects and the
risk of infection grow with
mission duration.

“Spaceflight can turn
harmless bacteria into potential
pathogens,” said Elisabeth
Grohmann of Beuth University
of Applied Sciences Berlin in
Germany. 

“Just as stress hormones
leave astronauts vulnerable to
infection, the bacteria they

carry become hardier — devel-
oping thick protective coatings
and resistance to antibiotics —
and more vigorous, multiplying
and metabolising faster,” said
Grohmann.

To make matters worse, the
genes responsible for these
new traits can be readily shared
among different species of bac-
teria, via direct contact or in the
‘matrix’ of slime they secrete.

To address this problem,
researchers tested a new
antimicrobial coating, AGXX,
on a contamination-prone sur-
face aboard the ISS: the toilet
door.

“AGXX contains both silver
and ruthenium, conditioned by
a vitamin derivative, and it kills
all kinds of bacteria as well as
certain fungi, yeasts and virus-
es. The effects are similar to
bleach — except the coating is
self-regenerating so it never
gets used up,” said Grohmann.

Antibacterial coating
helps astronauts fight
superbugs on ISS

AFP n BEIJING

China’s goth community post-
ed selfies wearing black lip-

stick and sombre white makeup
in an online protest over a peer
who was forced to remove her
makeup before boarding a sub-
way car.

The social media blitz
prompted an apology from the
transport company in the south-
ern city of Guangzhou.

Goths are a subculture
known for their black clothes and
makeup — with a popular seg-
ment known as “Gothic Lolita”

whose members dress in dark
outfits inspired by Victorian
dolls. Writing about the
encounter on her Weibo social
media account, the woman, who
goes by the username EIGA-In
My Heart, said she was stopped
by a female security officer at a
Guangzhou metro station on
March 10 after her makeup was
deemed “too scary”.

“On the basis of what law
am I being stopped and my time
being wasted? “If there is, I will
make a banner for the station of
my own expense stating: thick
makeup and goth outfits are

prohibited on the metro,” she
wrote, adding that it was not the
first time this has happened to
her.

The community jumped to
her defence on social media,
posting selfies in full make up on
Twitter-like Weibo using the
hashtag,#ASelfieForTheGuangz
houMetro.

In a country where anything
deemed subversive and coun-
terculture can be subject to cen-
sorship, the hashtag has quick-
ly gained traction, attracting
thousands of posts and some
nearly 5.8 million views.

Chinese metro apologises after
Goth makeup removal demand

AFP n BERLIN

German Chancellor Angela
Merkel said Tuesday she

would struggle until the last
possible moment to achieve an
orderly Brexit, saying the inter-
ests of Germany, Britain and the
EU were at stake.

“I will fight to the last hour
of the deadline on March 29 for
an orderly exit (of Britain from
the European Union),” she told
a conference in Berlin.

“We don’t have a lot of time
for it but still have a few days.”
Merkel admitted she had been
surprised by the bombshell
announcement on Monday by
House of Commons speaker
John Bercow that he could not
put Prime Minister Theresa
May’s Brexit plan to another
vote in its current form.

“I must confess that I was
not familiar with the rules of

order of the British parliament
from the 17th century,” she
said with a wry smile.

And she stressed ahead of
a crunch EU summit in Brussels
Thursday and Friday at which
Brexit is to take centre stage that
the ball remained in London’s
court to plot the way forward.

“I am as of now unable to
say what my position will be on
Thursday because it depends on
what Theresa May presents,
what the situation looks like,
(and) what may still happen in
parliament,” she said.

Merkel stressed that avoid-
ing Britain crashing out of the
EU without an exit deal was in
the fundamental interest of all
sides. “We, together as the other
27 (EU member states), will
react in an adequate manner
and the less people play guess-
ing games, the easier it will be,”
she said.

AP n CHRISTCHURCH

The leafy New Zealand city
where a self-proclaimed

racist fatally shot 50 people at
mosques during Friday prayers
is known for its picturesque
meandering river and English
heritage.  

For decades, Christchurch
has also been the center of the
country’s small but persistent
white supremacist movement.

An expert on such fringe
groups says it’s probably more
than coincidence that the
accused mosque shooter, 28-
year-old Australian Brenton
Tarrant, settled in the region,
known for a whiter demo-
graphic than the country’s
north, after frequently travel-
ling abroad in 2016-2018 in
what appears to have been an
extreme-right pilgrimage.

He went mostly to areas of
Europe with a long history of
sectarian dispute, including
clashes between Renaissance
Europe and the Ottoman
Empire and the breakup of
Yugoslavia following its ethnic
and religious conflicts.

The attack has upended
New Zealand’s image as one of
the world’s safest and most tol-
erant countries.  It also has
highlighted apparent failings by
security and intelligence ser-
vices to view white suprema-
cists as a real threat or to take
seriously warnings from
Muslim groups of a rise in
Islamophobic and xenophobic
incidents in recent years.

Christchurch
harboured white
supremacists
before massacre

AFP n UTRECHT

Dutch prosecutors and police
said they were “seriously”

investigating a terrorist motive
for the Utrecht tram attack
because of evidence including a
letter found in the main suspect’s
getaway car.

“So far, a terrorist motive is
seriously being taken into
account. This is based on a let-
ter found in the getaway car
among other things and the
nature of the facts,” they said in
a joint statement.

Turkish-born main suspect
Gokmen Tanis, 37, and two
unnamed men from Utrecht

aged 23 and 27 remain in cus-
tody. Police found a red Renault
Clio after Monday’s attack which
they said he had used to flee.

The three people who died
in the shooting were a 19-year-
old woman from Vianen, which
is near Utrecht, and two men
aged 28 and 49 from Utrecht
itself, the statement said.

“So far our investigation
has established no link between
the main suspect and the vic-
tims,” police and prosecutors
added. Dutch and Turkish
media reports had previously
reported that a family dispute
may have been the motive for
the shooting.

Letter in Dutch suspect�s
getaway car suggests
terror motive: Prosecutors

Will �fight to last
hour� for orderly
Brexit: Merkel 

AP n BRUSSELS

Some 40 people were pre-
ventively evacuated from a

building near to European
Union headquarters in Brussels
after a bomb threat was sent to
a company linked to the EU.

Police spokeswoman Ilse
Van de Keere said a “telephone
bomb threat” was made
Tuesday morning to a 

consulting office linked to
the EU’s executive Commission
and that it has been taken
seriously.

Part of the street has been
sealed off and sniffer dogs
have been sent to the scene.

Brussels area
close to EU
cleared after
bomb alert


